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Order. He was instrumental in bringing Benedictine mon-
asteries back to stricter observance, both directly and
indirectly; for Cluny, after a lapse under abbot Pons,
revived again under the control of Peter the Venerable, who
was often stung by the lash of Bernard's criticism. The
Premonstratensian Order owed much to his friendly co-
operation with St. Norbert; and he encouraged the formation
of the Military Orders, giving practical assistance to the
Knights Templars in the making of their Rule.
This unofficial supremacy in the monastic world was not
all, for his influence extended far beyond that. He was
doubtless sincere in his expressed desire to be left in peace
to his life as a monk, but it was not possible for him. Partly
this was due to his own temperament, partly to the appeals
that came to him from others. A cause that had him as
champion was sure of success, for few dared to resist him,
and once he had persuaded himself of its justice he would
relax no effort until he had brought it to victory. Some of
the most important instances of this have already been des-
cribed—the championing of Innocent II against Anacletus II
in the papal schism (the constitutional issue did not trouble
him ; it was enough for him to feel that Anacletus was
spiritually unfit for the office); the change of mind that he
brought about in Louis VII of France ; the successful preach-
ing of the Second Crusade. To these must be added his
prosecution of Abelard, which has yet to be mentioned. He
became almost a spiritual dictator, lecturing bishops and
clergy as well as monks on their duties, and often the papal
Curia itself; the cardinals grew restive, but they were not
able to stop his criticisms, though they did administer one
check when Gilbert de la Porree was acquitted of the charge
of heresy in spite of Bernard's vigorous prosecution of him.
Often he wrote friendly admonitions to the Pope, especially
to his former pupil, the Cistercian Eugenius III, and it was
to him that he addressed his treatise on the character of the
papal office, the De Consideratione. He complains that the
Pope's time is engrossed day and night with judicial appeals ;
let him rid himself of all this and keep his mind on things
spiritual. The papal office was supreme, Bernard recognises,
for he anticipates Innocent Ill's doctrine of the plenitudo
potestatis, and Boniface VIII's utterance about the two swords.

